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Friends, 

Someone said God directs our paths through a series of “messes”.  How my wife, Mary Marcus, and I 
sold our beautiful home in a Baltimore suburb in Maryland, and ended up in Deltona Florida is 
testimony to this truth.  

My career as an artist began as a child in the Baltimore ghetto, painting pictures using my parent's 
leftover house paints, which I sold. I received numerous scholarships from the mayor, governor and 
a senator to attend the Maryland Institute College of Art during and after high school. 

For 15 years, I was a Graphic Designer/Art Department Supervisor in the Creative Services 
Department at WJZ-TV in Baltimore, an ABC affiliate station. A young Oprah Winfrey co-hosted 
our morning talk show, “People Are Talking”. My team of artists designed graphics and sets for all 
of the TV station's programming. We also designed all the station's special promotional events 
...from invitation to site location, including decorations, catering, entertainment and presentation 
content. In other words, I am experienced in pulling off first class show stopping events from the 
ground up and every step of the way.  

I began performing, singing solos, in my preacher dad's church at age 9. In the U.S. Army, my job 
was singing in the Green Beret Chorus, General Flanagan’s Barber Shop Quartet, and USO 
productions.  

After serving in the military, I landed the highly coveted role of “Judas” in a production of “Jesus 
Christ Superstar”.  An interesting bit of trivia is that I beat out John Kassir for the role, who had to 
settle for the role of “Simon”.  Kassir went on to be the voice of the “Crypt Keeper” in HBO's series, 
“Tales From the Crypt”.  

While employed at the TV station, I performed part-time as a singer/songwriter, gaining much 
recognition and numerous citations from the mayor and governor for organizing the Baltimore 
music community to participate, donating their time in several fundraisers for the homeless, and a 
school for needy and troubled youths. I founded an annual fundraiser for the homeless, “The Event”.  

In 1993, I quit my 15-year position at the TV station to pursue a career in music full time after being 
exploited by a dishonest agent/business manager. It was a foolish decision and yet rooted in God's 
divine purpose.  

An Orlando based entertainment company had been following me. They offered me a great 
position with promises of making all my musical career dreams come true. We sold our home, 
loaded our two dogs, cat and bird into our Lincoln and drove to Florida. After two months in a 
home provided by the company, we were told that their funding fell through and we had to move 
out of the house.  

We saw no future in moving back to Maryland. We purchased a home in Deltona because the prices 
were very reasonable.  

 
 



 

 

 

Bringing Music and Art To Deltona  

The History of the Deltona Arts & Performance Center 

 

It has always been my nature/gift to unite people across racial lines and encourage them to pursue 
their dreams. As a new Deltonian, I noticed much untapped musical talent. Partnering with 
community leader Zera Reed, we formed Deltona Performing Arts. We hosted talent contests, 
dinner theater, and themed dinner dances.  

Deltona Mayor John Masiarczyk, caught wind of my activities and asked me to accept the volunteer 
position of president of Deltona Arts & Historical Center.  

The center was not appealing. An Orlando Sentinel reporter described it as "a dark depressing 
place that smelled of smoke." One of my first decisions as president was to paint the dark brown 
1970's paneling white and replace the florescent lights with spotlights appropriate for an art gallery. 
That decision cost me a few board members. Using my TV set design experience, we made many 
improvements over the years. 

For the most part, traffic into the building was zero. I found funding to install a recording studio with 
a topnotch music producer from Baltimore, Frank Starchak. That decision brought life and people 
into the building. However, it caused the loss of a few more board members. One that note, I'd like 
to point out that the legendary Coasters recorded with Frank in our studio.  

Over the years, we brought many firsts to Deltona in art and music; two international art exhibits, 
one from China and the other from Cuba. The national TV show “America's Got Talent” contacted 
us to host their Central Florida auditions, which we did. I assembled a panel of five local musical 
experts, an orchestra leader, talent agents and music teachers. The panel judged 175 acts, and we 
forwarded the cream-of-the-crop to the TV show producers.  

I asked one of the producers why did they select our arts center. The producer said they Googled 
"Central Florida" and we were the most active. I laughed. If only they knew that Deltona Arts and 
Historical Center is a 3000 square foot converted house...  

Deltona Arts and Historical Center has weathered many storms over my 11-year run thus far. 

Over five years ago, a master developer with fifty years of experience walked into the arts center, 
and walked out with a vision. Gary Paduch offered plans, architectural renderings, and a variety of 
concepts for a new 30 million dollar Arts and Performance Center for Deltona.  

Gary and I both agree that it is time for Deltona, as the largest city in Volusia County, to come into 
our own. A 3000 square foot house, with no parking, inadequate air conditioning and a 49 person 
legal capacity is no longer an acceptable venue for the community's arts center. Due to Gary's 
working relationships over the years with top architects, environmental experts, and planners, I have 
been blessed with a dream team.  

As you can see, a series of divinely inspired messes got me to Deltona; perfectly timed for such a 
time as this. I am humbled. The spectacular new Deltona Arts and Performance Center will not just 
dramatically impact the quality of life for Deltona residents, but all of Central Florida.  

Thanks. 

God bless,  

 

 


